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TLD Hub’s Hibernation gradually ends….
...let’s get cracking, but with caution and care.
Yes…it’s Newsletter time again.
Spring always lifts the spirits and never more so than this year after what has been a difficult one
for so many people locally, nationally and globally.
We are anticipating a busy ‘Hub Summer’ with many of our projects planned to start again with renewed
vigour. Many people have missed the companionship of others in recent times, and Hub volunteers have
missed meeting up regularly, working on our community projects, making new friends, fundraising for Hub
projects and for charities, and sharing social activities.
We have almost 200 volunteers on our list.
The purpose of the Hub is to bring people together, to develop
Thirteen ducklings dabbling in the pond
a sense of community and to improve the environment in this
village, - a broad scope, which is reflected in the range of
things we do.
The Hub’s finances are in good shape, according to our
treasurer, despite the challenges of fundraising during the
pandemic, and we are able to fund all our current projects.
We recently got a grant from North Yorkshire County Council
for community COVID recovery, which has funded this
newsletter and will help with other activities that we can now re-start.

For future projects we will need to fundraise again, so if you’d like to help with this, such
as by helping with a coffee morning or cake stall, please let us know.

•

Any other fundraising ideas are most welcome!

SUPPORT our fundraising to improve the village
BUY a Fun, Fishy QUIZ…….CASH PRIZE!
On sale NOW in Wardills Newsagents:
Only £1.00 with all proceeds to Hub funds for improving our community
Hurry!

Hurry! Hurry!

Hurry! Hurry!

Closing date: 30 June 2021

For more information about the Hub and its activities, contact:
Email: tdlvillagehub@gmail.com
Website: www.thorntonledalevillagehub.org
Facebook: tldvillagehub
Instagram: tldvillagehub

Hub Telephone: 07826 595048
https://www.facebook.com/tldvillagehub
https://www.instagram.com/tldvillagehub

Hub Happenings….
Pond Area, the Beck, Squirrel Wood and the Nature Trail
Recently, many of you will have noticed the deteriorating condition of
Thornton Beck along its course through the village due to the
increasing deposition of silt and mud as these recent photographs show.
The Beck needs to be restored to its former self. The Hub, with the
support of Councillor Janet Sanderson, is communicating with the various
agencies involved, including the National Park Authority, the Environment
Agency and Yorkshire Water, in an attempt to resolve, or at least improve,
this situation. However, it has to be acknowledged that limited resources
and budgets will inevitably restrict the level of restorative work possible.
Prevention is better than cure, and investigations are being undertaken
to confirm the source of the silt, hopefully to avoid further deterioration.
The Beck’s water feeds the village pond; what affects The Beck inevitably
alters the conditions in the pond. The ecology of the watercourse depends
and thrives upon clean, fresh, flowing water with exposed gravel beds.
Silt deposition restricts water flow and covers the gravel. Why is this so
important for wildlife and the health of The Beck? It is not so long ago
that we saw otters in the beck. They require fish to eat, which in turn
need exposed gravel in which to lay their eggs, and they need aquatic
insects to sustain them - all of which are now largely absent.
Hub volunteers have worked in the pond for the past 3 years to remove
weed and algae and other debris, in order to improve the water quality and
water flow through the pond. Hopefully, this has led to an overall
improvement in the pond’s appearance and its environment. If the majority
of comments from residents and visitors are to be believed, this is the case.
Regrettably, the adverse effects of silt accumulation, together with other potential contaminants in the
watercourse, will now result in reducing the work done within the pond itself by Hub volunteers.
Our village should have a beck and pond that we can be proud of, both of which are healthy and
attractive to the human population and wildlife alike. Hopefully, with goodwill and effort from all the
agencies involved, we may once again enjoy a healthy watercourse flowing through our village in the
foreseeable future and enjoy the benefits it, and the pond, brings to us all.

On a more positive note, the Pond Area and Squirrel Wood
have been displaying their seasonal flowers.
Carpets of snowdrops and winter aconites, and golden
daffodils, many planted over two years ago, are making
another appearance after their winter’s rest. Catkins, dangling
delicately from coppiced hazel branches in front of the old
kitchen garden walls, looked particularly delightful this Spring,
too, and we saw tiny birds foraging amongst them for an early
feast.
Follow the Nature Trail available on the Hub website or via
the QR codes situated around the pond area.
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Chaffinch displays his best vest!

…. more Hub Happenings
Litter ….. a worsening situation in and around the village
During the past year, throughout lockdowns and whilst we have all been staying local, litter has been
noticeably worse. The Hub’s loyal group of litter-pickers hasn’t been able to meet for its regular monthly
picking patrols, but litter has been picked in abundance with individuals collecting rubbish whenever they
have been out for local walks. In excess of 2000 beer and soft drinks cans, 250 wine or spirit bottles and
500 plastic bottles have been gathered up, as well as paper, crisp packets, and cigarette ends. Some may
well have been tossed from is passing vehicles, but a lot must have been generated locally.
There have been fewer visitors to the village during lockdown and noticeably less traffic on the roads,
but the concentration of alcohol-related debris and its location suggest groups are meeting to drink and
simply throwing away bottles, cans and other rubbish.

What has the Hub done about this?

Regular monthly litter-picking is back

A Village Spring Clean, within a one-kilometre radius of the
village centre, has been undertaken with volunteers working
within COVID guidelines. Forty-six very full bags of rubbish
have been collected from the main approach roads into the
village from the Cedar Barn to Wilton and, to the north,
from the lay-by on Whitbygate to approximately one
kilometre south of the village along Maltongate.
(Blocked gullies are always reported to Ryedale District Council,
which acts swiftly to clear them.)

One will have taken place on 25 April
NEXT one is: Sunday 30 May 2021
Meet on The Green at 10am
Further dates available on the website
or contact The Hub
Tel: 07826 595048

What else might be done?
•

Install “litter-cams”. Some Local Councils do this.

•

Install litter-bins.

•

Install some cigarette-ends bins around the village.

The Hub has asked the Parish Council to put litter-bins in the lay-bys along Pickering Road and
cigarette-ends bins around the village. We await a response from our Parish Council on this.

“Please don’t be a Litter-Bug Campaign” Smiley Bugs Abound at the Pond and Beyond
Look out for litter-bug plaques near the pond, painted in a
whimsical style by local village artist June Appleton.
We hope they might help to raise awareness amongst children
and adults, too, by bringing to attention the importance of not
leaving litter behind in our village or anywhere else.
•

Take children to the pond area.

•

Hunt for litter-bugs….more may appear at any time.

•

Join our team of litter volunteers with your children.

And finally….one of our volunteers found a dead, decaying vole trapped in a discarded beer can.
Is this what we want for our important wildlife?
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…and more Hub Happenings
Planters
Last year, the Hub filled the newly acquired planters and hanging baskets with seasonal bedding plants
for a wonderfully colourful display throughout the summer.
Spring is here, and the village’s planters have sprouted up again. The nine wooden
planters have been refurbished, reinstalled and planted up with a selection of
perennials - including lavender, geranium, helenium, salvia, rudbeckia, aster, sedum
and ornamental grasses - to provide year-round visual interest and for the benefit
of pollinating insects.
They’re located outside The Almshouses; opposite the village green; by the
Maltongate entrance to the carpark; and in the picnic area at the end of the
pond. The perennials will take a couple of years to mature and fill out, but will
reduce the significant annual costs and effort involved with using seasonal bedding
plants. Many thanks to all those strong and very willing volunteers for their hard
work reinstating the planters.
Won’t go in the Royal Mail van.
Just leave it here!

•

We’ll need green-fingered volunteers to help with regular maintenance to keep the plants
healthy and looking good. Do let us know if you can help, even if your fingers are not green!!

Fund-raising – Ryedale Foodbank

Lunches for older residents…

After providing Christmas
desserts in 2020, we still
had funds left from a
Coffee Morning in 2019.
These funds have now been
donated to the Foodbank to
help with their “no plastics
policy”.

Unfortunately, at the moment these cannot take
place, but we hope to share Morning Coffee or
Afternoon Tea in Farmanby House gardens later in
the Spring or in Summer. This will be dependent
upon the COVID restrictions in place at the time.
These convivial lunches were so enjoyable; we hope
to host them again before too long. Keeping our
older residents safe, though, is our priority.

Railings
The annual refurbishment of the village’s metal railings will commence in May when it’s warmer weather!
It’s hardly surprising that these old metal railings, especially on Maltongate, have suffered from years of
salting the roads in bad weather and from vehicle exhaust pollutants. To keep the white railings, and the
black ones by the church looking smart and to maintain them in good repair, they need to be given regular
attention. It takes around 300 volunteer hours to do this maintenance, using the best quality, costly
materials for treating rust and painting metalwork. These costs are met mostly from Hub funds together
with a £50 donation from the Parish Council.
We plan to renovate the shabby metal and wooden seats around the village after finishing the railings,
but we will need extra funds for this and even more volunteers.
•

Contact the Hub to volunteer your painting skills….and spend time with a friendly bunch.

Can you spare an hour or so now and then?

Contact the Hub to volunteer with us; it’s fun!

Community Choir
We have all really missed the singing and good company at the Community Choir during this last year.
But Spring is here and we do hope that it won't be too long before we are allowed to gather and sing
together again. If you fancy joining in for a good sing to lift the spirits, just contact the Hub to let us
know you're interested. Happy Singing!
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…and even more
TLD Village Hub’s response to COVID-19 – from January 2021 onwards
The Hub wishes to say a big “thank you” to all who volunteered during this latest lockdown.
The Covid Vaccination team at Pickering Medical Practice asked if Hub volunteers
might help with marshalling at its Vaccination Centre. This Practice is hosting the
Centre for Pickering, Helmsley, Terrington and Kirbymoorside. Over forty of our
fantastic volunteers responded and many helped with the smooth running of the
sessions. In the 15 weeks since this effort began, over 15,000 vaccines have been
administered at the Centre - an incredible achievement!
Other volunteers helped to marshall at the Ayton and Snainton Medical
Practice’s surgeries in Thornton-le-Dale and in Ayton. Their efforts and yhose of
others involved were rewarded with a gift of pies from Baldersons bakery.
“It has been really rewarding to be a small part of this huge effort to get people
vaccinated,” said one volunteer.
“Getting vaccinated helps make everyone in our community safer and is a key part of our
route out of the pandemic.

Recently, the Hub was able to respond to Ryedale Community Kitchen’s request for someone to collect
meals from Malton and deliver them back into the village.
The Community Kitchen has also teamed up to help people who have just come home from hospital.

RHS Community Awards are replacing the Bloom UK Finals in 2021….
…. in its entry, the Hub will explain what it’s doing to improve life for our community.
Bat Survey at Thornton-le-Dale 31st July 2021
The Scarborough Field Naturalists planned to do a bat survey and a presentation to the village in 2020 at the request of
some of the local residents, but this wasn’t possible because of the Covid situation at the time. The current plan is to do a
survey on 31st July, but a large hall gathering afterwards, for the public is likely to be out of the question at that time.
The survey will be carried out by a number of volunteers from the Society stationed around the village at what we think
are likely spots for bats and also which will give us a generally good coverage of the area. Each surveyor will be equipped
with a bat detector, which will also record all the bat calls.
We start recording just after dusk and record for
1½ to 1¾ hours as this is one of the peak times
for bat activity. All the data will be analysed, and
a detailed map of bat activity produced.
Hopefully it may turn up one or two new roosts
or at least provide some information for further
survey work.
In 2020, we did some walks to determine likely
spots and this aerial photograph, with marked
points, shows where we are likely to set the
recorders. At one spot, we have already identified
a potential roost, probably of one of the
Pipistrelle species of bats.
•
•

Join the Hub volunteer contact list. A reminder will be circulated nearer the time.
Bring your children along, too, for an interesting time with the “Bat Man”.
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Thornton-le-Dale Village Hall
Tel: 07841 261026

Email: chairtldvh@gmail.com

The Village Hall will be welcoming back hirers from week commencing 17 May 2021.
This is dependent upon current COVID guidance. Everyone has been missed over the last year.
What has been done over recent months?
Outside
Two cherry trees have been removed near the Memorial stone; one trunk is left for chainsaw wood carvings.
If you have ideas about what these carvings might be, contact the Chair by early June 2021.
The Boules Court has been resurfaced. It’s hoped that boules, enjoyed by many, will begin again soon.
Inside
•

The Main Hall and the Committee Room have both been redecorated.
The place looks much lighter and brighter these days.

•

Extra electrical power sockets have been installed in the Committee Room.
This will be much better for hirers needing to use electricity, such as sewing and IT groups.

Strategic Planning
A Strategic Plan, including a refurbishment project, will be launched at an Open Day on 14 August 2021.
A consultation period, until mid September 2021, will follow to give village residents, hirers and other interested
parties the opportunity to comment on the Plan, to offer suggestions and to shape the Village Hall’s future.

Website
Thanks to a grant from NYCC, a new web site has been developed and is now live.
Visit: tledvillagehall.co.uk for more information.

Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO)
At present, work is underway to change the legal status of the Village Hall from a Charity to a
Charitable Incorporated Organisation. The rationale for this was outlined in the Chair’s last annual
report and included in the Annual General Meeting for 2020.
For any further information on this, please contact chairtldvh@gmail.com.
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Thornton-le-Dale Village Hall
Tel: 07841 261026

Email: chairtldvh@gmail.com

Event Planning
From July 2021, it is hoped that there will be a programme of community events at the Village Hall.
These will be operated within the appropriate COVID guidance.
Some ideas so far are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Film Shows for children
Film Shows for adults
War Weekend event
Craft Fairs
Coffee Mornings
Afternoon Teas

If anyone has any more ideas or suggestions for events
Contact: chairtldvh@gmail.com

All these events will help the Village Hall to raise funds for any future refurbishment projects.

The Open Day on 14 August 2021 will include:
•
•
•
•

An Exhibition showing the history of the Village Hall
An update on current activities
A draft plan for refurbishing the Village Hall
A Pop-up café

And other things around Thornton-le-Dale
Christmas Lights
This year, the lights lingered longer than usual, well into 2021, because Covid restrictions
didn’t allow us to work together. However, we began removing the lights on 30 March
and all work was completed after four sessions thanks to the dedication of so many
willing volunteers.
The Committee wishes to thank all those who so generously donated to its
Christmas Lights Appeal 2020. Your generosity meant we were able to make up the
loss we expected, by not holding the Annual ‘Switch-on’ Event and fundraising evening.
We still have lots to do checking, testing and replacing equipment before next winter so
that we are ready for another magnificent display next Christmas.
The Lights AGM is usually in April, but it’s postponed until August when we hope to hold
a ‘normal’ AGM meeting, if anyone can remember what ‘normal’ is!

Need help with Getting Online and Digital Technologies?
Citizens Online is a UK charity helping to ensure the switch to online doesn’t exclude people.
If you, or someone you know, needs help with basic digital skills or support getting online,
you can call the FREE helpline on 0808 196 5883.
One of a team of trained digital champions will offer friendly, patient support by calling you over the
phone. The Citizens Online support will continue beyond the pandemic and involve face-to-face
support if requested and appropriate.
Visit: www.citizensonline.org.uk for more information.
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Village Activities for children
Thornton Beavers and Cubs would welcome new members – Children AND Adults!

•

We are always looking for new and exciting things to get children interested in, from community projects
to woodland activities, camp crafts and much more. Our programme is very varied.
Our aim is to give girls and boys the opportunity to get outdoors, learn new
skills and have fun experiences together. This is especially important now after
a year of isolation for many, not being with their friends, not being at school,
nor having the chance to just be children, going out and about to different
places. Having fun times with friends, old and new, is so important for children
and for adults, too.
We meet in the Village Hall on Mondays from 5.30pm in school term times.
Children socialise and interact with others, have new experiences and engage in activities designed to give
them skills for life. Meeting others and participating in group activities both help to give children
confidence and a chance to shine outside the school environment.
Contact: paulagrayson23@yahoo.co.uk

•

Thornton Dale Cricket Club is running an “All Stars Cricket” for 5 – 8 year olds

Sessions will be held at the Thornton Dale Cricket ground on Wednesdays at 5.30pm from 19 May - 7 July.
Children will learn and practise skills during this 8-week block, designed to encourage them into cricket.
Each child will get a t-shirt, a bat, a ball and a bag, too!
Contact Charlene: 07713 265804
or
email: west_charlene@yahoo.co.uk

NEXT NEWSLETTER….issue 6…..scheduled for October/November 2021.
Village groups, wishing to provide information or to encourage new members, should contact
the Hub in September to register their interest for inclusion in issue 6.
Email: tdlvillagehub@gmail.com
Hub Telephone: 07826 595048

LATEST…

Vandals spoil new Litter-bug plaques
Whilst this Newsletter was in preparation,
VANDALS destroyed one of the Litter-bug plaques and removed another.
These hand-painted boards were erected on Saturday 10 April, but had been vandalised by
Monday morning! Obviously, everyone is upset and disappointed, no more so than June who
generously gave her time and talents to paint them (see page 3).
The police have been notified.
(Information boards and QR code posts in the pond area have been vandalized in the past.)

The police were informed some time ago about anti-social behaviour and vandalism in the village.
If anyone sees anti-social behaviour, litter-dropping or vandalism,
the police would like residents to contact them about these issues.
PHONE: North Yorkshire Police on 101 or EMAIL: louise.neville-beck@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk
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